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Peyton Gigante (PG): My name is Peyton Gigante. I am from Miami University in Oxford, 
Ohio, and today I am interviewing Sifa. Today is October 25th, 2019, and we are 
conducting this interview at the Dayton, Ohio, public library main branch location. 
My first question is what is your full name and how old are you? 
Jeanne Sifa, answering through translator at all times (JS): Jeanne Sifa and she is 27 years 
old.  
PG:  Where were you born?  
JS:  I was born in Congo 
PG:  How long did you live there?  
JS:  Six years  
PG:  Who did you live with? Did you live with family members, friends?  
JS:  She came a long way, and she had her kids, and she was living alone with her baby  
PG:  Do you have any more kids?  
JS:  It was her fifth born.  
PG:  What’s her name?  
JS:  Danerir  
PG:  What work were you or your family in the Congo, what kind of work did you do 
there?  
JS:  They were just farmers.  
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PG:  What was daily life like there? What did you do day to day? What kinds of foods and 
how they traveled around?  
JS:  Life there in Congo is not easy. As she told you, they used to go to cut (unclear) in 
the field, and after that they will go get firewood in the forest, and then after that 
they can cook beans potatoes and rice, and cook these food and eat it.  
PG:  I am curious what a day looked like there. So when you woke up, what would you do 
that kind of thing?  
JS:  For her, when she was in Congo because we say this baby was born here in the U.S. 
so she woke up and she just take shower, go to school, after school she come and do 
a job that matters. 
PG:  What made you decide to leave the Congo? What did that look like for you?   
JS:  The reason that they decided to leave Congo was because there was a civil war and 
they were killing the people. After that, they decided to move just to free that 
country.  
PG:  Did you leave by yourself or with your family? How did you end up in Dayton?  
JS:  She freed that country with her aunt, and after they went to a refugee camp in 
Rwanda, and after that they found the program for resettlement and that is why 
they are here.  
PG:  Is her aunt here as well?  
JS:  Her aunt is here now.  
PG:  What was it like in Rwanda, the camp?  
JS:  They are in there, the refugee camp. The life was very hard and suffered, and they 
have to go to school and they come back from school, and they have to stay there.  
PG:  How long were you there for?  
JS:  It was a long time, but she doesn't remember how many years she stayed in the 
refugee camp in Rwanda.  
PG:  What did you miss most from home?  
JS:  She misses her friends and relatives, and nothing else.  
PG:  What were the conditions at the refugee camp? 
JS:  Even the refugee camp, was not easy to get in, was very hard because they eat the 
same food every day 
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PG:  What kind of food? 
JS:  Maize  
PG:  What did access to education look like? Were there other amenities in the camp?  
JS:  She was going to school, but you could study in the camp and it was not easy to get a 
job. You just kind of do it.  
PG:  What did you know about the U.S. before coming here? 
JS:  She didn't know anything about it. 
PG:  Were you excited to come over here? 
JS:  She was excited to come to U.S. 
PG:  While you were in the refugee camp, what gave you hope about the refugee process?  
JS:  She had hope because the neighbors also got into resettlement program in the U.S.  
PG:  What did you think of the U.S. when you first arrived? 
JS:  So when she left and settled here in Dayton, so she was excited Catholic Social 
Service was here, working toward school. And then she support her, and her life was 
easy. (When) Catholic Social Service stopped to help her, her life started to be hard.  
PG:  How long have you been here?  
JS:  She came here in 2012 and she has been here for six years.  
PG:  You didn't know much about the U.S., but was there anything you were excited 
about? Did you have any prior expectations before coming to the U.S.?  
JS:  Yes, her expectations was about when she was in a meeting they had a seminar and 
they told them that when they reach here, they will receive support. And she was 
happy because she knew that she would get a good life. 
PG:  What was your earliest memory of coming over here?  
JS:  The good thing in her mind was about Catholic Social Services picking her up at the 
airport. And then they continued to have care and it was a good one.  
PG:  Since arriving, what challenges have you met? And how can they be solved?  
JS:  The big challenge she got it was about the husband. He declared (he was) her 
husband and remained, stayed in U.S., then went away. And this was very hard in 
her life.  
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PG:  Through the Catholic Social Services, were you able to access education, work 
applying for IDs -- all those kinds of things?  
JS:  Yes, she was excited for that. 
PG:  So you were able to get your IDs, work permits and driver's license? 
JS:  Yes.  
PG:  Have you been able to work?  
JS:  Yes  
PG:  What do you do?  
JS:  She is working in a SugarCreek (Brandworthy Food Solutions) company. It is a good 
company. 
PG:  That's in Dayton, right? 
JS:  Yes.  
PG:  So in Dayton, what's your home like here? Are you renting a home or do you own 
one?  
JS:  Since her husband left her, she tried to ask her friends. Now she is living with her 
friends. 
PG:  Did you know them prior to coming here? 
JS:  They knew each other back home in the refugee camp. 
PG:  Did you guys come over together?  
JS:  They found each other after two years.  
PG:  Your aunt is here, so how has having family and friends here helped adjust to life in 
the U.S.?  
JS:  She says it is nice to have a family and her aunt and friends because when she has a 
problem they can help her.  
PG:  Do you want to stay in the U.S. long term or do you hope to return back to the 
Congo?  
JS:  She is not planning to go back to Congo. Maybe if there would be peace (there).  
PG:  Since you have been here, have you experience discrimination? And how have you 
navigated or dealt with that?  
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JS:  No, there is no problem about that. There is no discrimination.  
PG:  I wanted to ask about religion and what role that played in your resettlement? 
JS:  It was very hard when she came here in the U.S. to find a church service. Because 
here, church services are just in English. And then when she find a church, they were 
speaking English, so she did not know English then. After that, they started to care 
and there were other Africans, so they started to open the church to attend.  
PG:  How would you describe your religion or spiritual background before coming to 
U.S.?  
JS:  There is a big, big, big difference afterwards, because back home people have to go 
to church every Sunday, but here it is not the same. 
PG:  What religion do you practice?  
JS:  Baptist 
PG:  What role does religion play in your life now? Obviously, you have a church now 
where you can go and feel like you're a part of it, but how has that helped being in 
the U.S. now?  
JS:  So if maybe on Sunday she went to the church, if she had a problem she will feel 
better, and because she is going to meet friends and she can feel better, and it's good 
for high stress 
PG:  What is your favorite thing to do with your friends here? 
JS:  Whenever she is with her friends she will be happy, and the church, and also if she 
can work together she can help somebody from her country.  
PG:  What is your favorite thing to do on the weekend?  
JS:  She likes when they have parties and weddings, and every party help her be happy. 
PG:  I am curious to know what your favorite memory from being back home is, and 
what you hold on to? 
JS:  The bad memories she has right now, they are in the future. Every day it was the 
time they were running, running, and shooting the city wall, and then she saw 
people just dying. 
PG:  What's your best memory -- like happy?  
JS:  She thinks when she was at home, because she had her parents and now she doesn't 
have her parents. But back home, she has a mom and dad, but now she doesn't have 
them and she doesn't know if they died or where they are. 
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PG:  How has having a baby changed your experience here? 
JS:  To have a baby here it is nice for her -- her problem, no one was helping her to take 
care of baby, and someone was supposed to just help here, but she is no longer here. 
PG:  How old is she? 
JS:  She is three months.  
PG:  What is your view of the United Nations? And if you encountered UN peacekeepers, 
what was your experience with them?  
JS:  Sometimes she encountered them about when she can meet somebody American, or 
African-American, they can let her language and they can help her when she needs 
something. 
PG:  What was your experience with the people that worked in the refugee camps? 
JS:  The experiences she had when she was there is that she could study but not 
(unclear). When people were helping them, they were good because they were 
helping them so it was nice.  
PG:  Do you think the international community is doing enough to address the issues 
back home?  
JS:  She doesn't know anything about that, although she was there in the camp she was 
not someone who can see everything. She doesn't even know how many are 
traditionally there. 
PG:  What is a memory that reminds you of the refugee camp?  
JS:  Their life was very, very hard and there was a big change.  
PG:  Is there anything you want Americans to know about the refugee process and about 
living as a refugee in the U.S.?  
JS:  People they can just find them in the camp. It took them process, and they continue 
to go to more interviews, and after two months they supposed to go to two 
interviews, and then there was office or a program to help them come here.  
PG:  Is there anything you want Americans to know about living in the U.S.? 
JS:  Living in the U.S. as a refugee, because they support them they are able to get a job,  
she is happy for that.  
PG:  Thank you so much. That is going to wrap up the interview but we really appreciate 
you talking to us.  
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